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F-001-001

Thank you for your comment. In Section 2.3.5.1, the statements about
current contract and agreements have been removed. A contract for
range maintenance would be awarded in accordance with Federal
Acquisition Regulations.

F-001-002

Thank you for your comment. Contracts for sanitary facilities will be
awarded in accordance with Federal Acquisition Regulations. Local
contractors would be elligible to compete for these contracts.

F-001-003
Thank you for your comment. DoD will certainly consider this request.

F-001-004

Thank you for your comment. Range clearance periods are determined
by environmental testing procedures that will be outlined in local range
directives and will be based on the local environment and range usage.
At a minimum, Marine Corps directives require testing for potential
contaminants every two years.
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F-001-005

Thank you for your comment. DoD will work with CNMI and USDA
APHIS to meet the inspection recommendations on Tinian for the troops
and equipment that will be arriving there under actions being proposed.
All DoD personnel traveling to Tinian under the proposed action will be
briefed on biosecurity issues. Issues related to the MIRC training are
covered under a separate EIS and are not included in this EIS.
Development of the MBP will include rapid respons capability on based
on Guam with ability to operate on Tinian. DoD complies with CNMI's
guarantine and interdiction procedures and will continue to do so for all
future activities on Tinian.

F-001-006

Thank you for your comment. The Micronesia Biosecurity Plan (MBP) is
being developed. However some proposed project construction may
occur before the MBP is finalized therefore interim biosecurity measures
have been outlined in the FEIS (See Volume 2, Chapter 10, Section
10.2.2.6) to supplement existing measures. DoD will work with CNMI and
USDA APHIS to meet the inspection recommendations on Tinian for the
proposed buildup actions.

F-001-007

Thank you for your comment. The items identified in this comment are
not part of the proposed action and are therefore not addressed in the
EIS. However, CNMI can seek assistance of the Office of Insular Affairs
for port improvements.

F-001-008

Thank you for your comment. As identified in Volume 3, Chapter 2 of the
DEIS, the public would be notified via newspaper, radio and TV at least 1
week prior to training events. Establishment of a community relations
recruitment office is not a part of the proposed action and therefore is not
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part of the EIS. Coordination of military activities in CNMI is a Joint
Region function.

F-001-009
Thank you for your comment. If contract support is required for briefings,
local contractors would be considered.

F-001-010

Thank you for your comment. Military vehicles have large fuel capacities
and carry extra fuel tanks. With the short duration of training in a
relatively small area, there likely will not be a requirement for refueling of
vehicles being used for training.

F-001-011
Thank you for your comment. If needed, supplemental rations could be
purchased from local community.

F-001-012

Thank you for your comment. As stated in Chapter 16 of Volume 3 of
the DEIS:

Local stores and restaurants in San Jose would also benefit from the
proposed action if the Marines in training are granted liberty, as has
been the case in the past. However, such liberty is not currently
guaranteed for regular training exercises under the current description of
proposed action. Liberty may be available to advanced teams before and
after training exercises, though these advanced teams would be much
smaller, and thus, have a lesser economic impact.

F-001-013

Thank you for your comment. Fire conditions would be monitored daily
by range operations, and training activities would be adjusted
accordingly. A fire management plan would be part of the Range
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Management Plan that would be developed to guide range operations. A
cooperative agreement would have to be established between the DoD
and Tinian Emergency Services to coordinate appropriate responses.
The DoD may provide supplements/grants to Tinian Emergency Services
to ensure that they are capable of meeting the increased demands that
military training may present. Fire prevention and management for
training on Tinian will occur as described within the MIRC biological
opinion (USFWS 2010, 96 pp.) In addition, a new Fire Management Plan
will be prepared to address the potential for fires on Tinian as the result
of live-fire training activities on the proposed ranges (DoN 2010, p.
129).Though the plan developed due to MIRC will cover all planned
training on Tinian, except the new live-fire ranges, the new Fire
Management Plan will address the existing training, the increased
training, and the new live-fire ranges on Tinian in one comprehensive
Fire Management Plan. The Fire Management Plan will include protocols
for monitoring fire conditions and adjusting training as needed (e.g., firing
may be disallowed under certain fire conditions), location and
management of fuels reductions (DoN 2010, p. 36), fire breaks, fire
fighting roads, fire fighting water systems, burn hazard assessment
response, on-call helicopter fire suppression, protocols for using units to
be briefed by range control on requirements suitable to the conditions of
the day, and protocols that will be implemented should a fire occur (e.g.,
specifying how the range will shut down and fire suppression actions will
be taken). In particular, the Fire Management Plan will provide guidance
and direction to ensure fires do not encroach into vegetated areas that
can be used by the bat, megapode, or moorhen.The new Fire
Management Plan will be completed and fully operational on the first day
of training at the new firing ranges on Tinian (DoN 2010, p. 133-134).No
tracers or fire igniting devices will be used on Tinian ranges.

F-001-014
Thank you for your comment. DoD would work with citizens of Tinian to
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provide access on leaseback areas consistent with operational
requirements.

F-001-015

Thank you for your comment. The Navy has re-evaluated the need to
terminate all subleases in the leaseback area and will only propose to
terminate subleases in the leaseback area that are within the range
footprint and associated Surface Danger Zone of the proposed firing
ranges.

As to possible sites for the relocation of any leases, such actions would
be under the control of Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands
(CNMI) officials as they are responsible for non-federal land use
decisions on Tinian. DoD will work with CNMI land use and natural
resource officials to ensure that native forest habitat concerns for
Endangered Species Act (ESA) listed species are taken into account in
any relocation effort.

F-001-016
Thank you for your comment. Text and Figures in Volume 3 have been
corrected to replace mention of 90th Street with 86th Street.

F-001-017

Thank you for your comment. The specific location of an area to replace
the FAA mitigation area is being discussed with the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service. The new area will be included in the final EIS.

F-001-018

Thank you for your comment. As discussed in the Volume 3, Section
12.2, the area that would be cleared of vegetation has been surveyed
and data recovery would be conducted at all archaeological sites that are
eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places. In
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accordance with the Programmatic Agreement, distinctive artifacts would
be curated on Tinian with the remainder of materials curated with the
Historic Preservation Office in Saipan.

F-001-019

Thank you for your comment. The DoD will continue to work with the
CNMI Historic Preservation Officer (HPO) on the mitigation associated
with the construction and land clearing on Tinian. The CNMI HPO's office
will review and approve all work plans associated with this project. In
accordance with the Programmatic Agreement, display quality artifacts
from the excavations on Tinian would stay on the island with the
remainder of the collection curated on Saipan.

F-001-020

Thank you for your comment. The DoD is committed to the protection
and responsible stewardship of the environment. The DoD is committed
to the safe handling and use of all hazardous substances, including
lubricants, fuels, solvents, propulsion system materials, etc. In fact, when
feasible, the DoD is attempts to reduce or eliminate the use of various
hazardous substances to the greatest extent possible and substituting
them for less toxic substances. When using hazardous substances,
environmental laws and regulations (e.g., RCRA) must be followed by
DoD that are designed to be protective of human health, welfare, and the
environment. In order to implement these laws and regulations, DoD
has developed various procedures, protocol, and directives designed to
proactively eliminate or minimize the inadvertent leakage, spill or release
of pollutants to the environment. These actions involve comprehensive
administrative, engineering, and operations mandates, best
management practices (BMPs) and controls in place to prevent or
minimize the inadvertent leakage, spill, or release of hazardous/toxic
substances. These BMPs and other controls are fully described in the
EIS document. These actions will protect public health, welfare, and the
environment from adverse impacts associated with the use of solvents,
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herbicides, pesticides, fertilizers, propulsion systems, explosives, or
other hazardous substances.

F-001-021

Thank you for your comment. Under the preferred alternative, civilian
access to 86th Street would be maintained, even while the firing range is
in use.

F-001-022

Thank you for your comment. The proposed action on Tinian has very
little impact to the proposed roadways. Military personnel would be
required to walk to the training facilities. If other training operations are
proposed in the future that would impact the roadways, mitigation would
be considered as appropriate.

F-001-023

Thank you for your comment. The DoD is committed to the protection
and responsible stewardship of the environment. The DoD is committed
to the safe handling and use of all hazardous substances, including
lubricants, solvents, propulsion system materials, etc. In fact, when
feasible, the DoD is attempts to reduce or eliminate the use of various
hazardous substances to the greatest extent possible and substituting
them for less toxic substances.

When using hazardous substances, environmental laws and regulations
(e.g., RCRA) must be followed by DoD that are designed to be protective
of human health, welfare, and the environment. In order to implement
these laws and regulations, DoD has developed various procedures,
protocol, and directives designed to proactively eliminate or minimize the
inadvertent leakage, spill or release of pollutants to the environment.
These actions involve comprehensive administrative, engineering, and
operations mandates, best management practices (BMPs), standard
operating procedures (SOPs), and controls in place to prevent or
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minimize the inadvertent leakage, spill, or release of hazardous/toxic
substances. These BMPs, SOPs, and other controls are fully described
in the EIS document. However, these are not considered mitigation
measures since they are already being performed by law and do not
represent new actions to "mitigate" hazardous substance usage issues.
These actions (e.g., BMPs, SOPs, etc.) will protect public health,
welfare, and the environment from adverse impacts associated with the
use of solvents, herbicides, pesticides, fertilizers, propulsion systems,
explosives, or other hazardous substances.

F-001-024
Thank you for your comment. The Final EIS has been updated to
provide the further clarification you have requested.

The mitigation suggestion has been taken into consideration. Expanded
mitigation discussion is available in the FEIS.

F-001-025

Thank you for your comment. The proposed action and alternatives for
Special Use Airspace are covered in detail in the DEIS Volumes. Under
the proposed actions, there are no changes to existing arrivals or
departures from or to Tinian and/or Aguigan. Current flight operations
would continue as before.

F-001-026

Thank you for your comment. For the proposed actions, Volume 1,
Section 1.4.2.5 summarizes the site selection analysis as it relates to the
Commonwealth of the Northern Marianas (CNMI). Existing infrastructure
and availability of DoD property for exclusive military use were key
criteria and resulted in the selection of Tinian for certain proposed
actions vice other locations with the CNMI.
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F-002-001

Thank you for your comment. The DoD carefully considered all requests
to extend the length of the comment period beyond the 45-day minimum
required by NEPA. In evaluating multiple options, DoD leadership
determined that a 90-day comment period best balanced the need for
sufficient time to review a complex document with the requirement to
reach a timely decision regarding the proposed military buildup on
Guam.

F-002-002

Thank you for your comment. Restrictions to certain areas are required
to maintain public safety. DoD acknowledges that maintaining access to
important cultural and recreational sites is important when the firing
ranges are in use. So the current plan is to access the important cultural
and recreational sites in the northern portion of Tinian through 8th
Avenue. Although specific plans concerning access to sites through 8
Avenue have not been specifically developed, DoD looks forward to
working with stakeholders in developing plans for access that balance
operational needs, public safety concerns, and the continuing public use
and enjoyment of these sites.

th

The Navy has re-evaluated the need to terminate all subleases in the
leaseback area and will only propose to terminate subleases in the
leaseback area that are within the range footprint and associated
Surface Danger Zone of the proposed firing ranges.

As to possible sites for the relocation of any leases, such actions would
be under the control of CNMI officials as they are responsible for non-
federal land use decisions on Tinian. DoD will work with CNMI land use
and natural resource officials to ensure that native forest habitat
concerns for ESA listed species are taken into account in any relocation
effort.



F-002-003

Thank you for your comment. The Navy has re-evaluated the need to
terminate all subleases in the leaseback area and will only propose to
terminate subleases in the leaseback area that are within the range
footprint and associated Surface Danger Zone of the proposed firing
ranges.

As to possible sites for the relocation of any leases, such actions would
be under the control of Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands
(CNMI) officials as they are responsible for non-federal land use
decisions on Tinian. DoD will work with CNMI land use and natural
resource officials to ensure that native forest habitat concerns for
Endangered Species Act (ESA) listed species are taken into account in
any relocation effort.

Restrictions to certain areas are required to maintain public safety. DoD
concurs that maintaining access to important cultural and recreational
sites is important when the firing ranges are in use. So the current plan is
to access the important cultural and recreational sites in the northern
portion of Tinian through 8th Avenue. Although specific plans
concerning access to sites through 8th Avenue have not been
specifically developed, DoD looks forward to working with stakeholders
in developing plans for access that balance operational needs, public
safety concerns, and the continuing public use and enjoyment of these
sites.

DoD's proposed project does not include additional use of North Field,
and decisions regarding troop liberty on Tinian has not yet been
established. Updated information, as available, has been inserted into
the FEIS.

It is also noted that the Tinian Chamber of Commerce has recommended
that liberty be provided to Marine training on Tinian. The businesses on

Tinian would benefit from the money spent. Our response was that
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the FEIS cannot confirm that liberty would be provided to the Marines
training on Tinian. Liberty is granted by the commanders and may or
may not be granted depending on the training schedule, number of
personnel, and other considerations.

Noise impacts are discussed in the Chapter 6 of Volume 3, section 6.2 of
the DEIS.

F-002-004

Thank you for your comment. The Navy in coordination with the FAA and
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) would revise the existing FAA
Mitigation Area to encompass the central escarpment associated with
Mt. Laso to protect some of the largest remaining areas of intact native
limestone forest on Tinian. In addition, a Forest Enhancement Plan and
associated implementation is is being conducted by the USFWS.

F-002-005

Thank you for your comment. Numerous measures are proposed to
prevent the brown treesnake from being transported to Tinian. These are
described in Volume 3, Section 10.2.2.3 and there are additional
measures described in Volume 2, Chapter 10. In addition to specific
inspections currently performed, these sections describe a Micronesia
Biosecurity Plan (MBP) that is under development. This plan will have
additional procedures to prevent the brown treesnake from being
transported off of Guam. Additional description of the contents of the
plan has been added to the FEIS and a statement has been added that
the Navy is committed to the DoD-related portion of the plan.

F-002-006
Thank you for your comments. While it is possible that future military
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activities would require changes to the existing airspace surrounding
Tinian and Saipan, under this proposal, there would be no requirements
for Special Use Airspace or changes to the current flight activities into
and out of the airports located on Saipan and Tinian. Any changes to
the airspace for the CNMI area would require close coordination with the
FAA and comply with all NEPA requirements for FAA rule-making
procedures. The FAA would have the final authority on any decisions to
modify existing airspace in this area. Since there would be no changes
to existing airspace management for Saipan IAP or Tinian, there would
be no mitigation required.

F-002-007

Thank you for your comment. Contracts for range maintenance would
be awarded in accordance with Federal Acquisition Regulations. Local
contractors would be elligible to compete for these contracts.

F-002-008

Thank you for your comment. DoD will work with CNMI and USDA
APHIS to meet the inspection requirements on Tinian for the troops and
equipment that will be arriving there under actions being proposed. All
DoD personnel traveling to Tinian under the proposed action will be
briefed on biosecurity issues. Issues related to the MIRC training are
covered under a separate EIS and are not included in this EIS.



F-002-009

Thank you for your comment. No airport, harbor, or roadway
improvements are required for the scale of operations in the proposed
action.

F-002-010

Thank you for your comment. This comment is a good suggestion and
the DoD will working closely to coordinate its activities with local
stakeholders to minimize any adverse impacts from the proposed military
relocation program.

Guam and CNMI Military Relocation DEIS/OEIS
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F-002-011

Thank you for your comment. Briefings are more effective when
presented prior to actual deployment. Once in the training area or at the
deployment site the focus shifts to the training at hand. If required,
cultural experts from the CNMI can be flown to Guam to conduct the pre-
deployment cultural awareness training.
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F-002-012

Thank you for your comment. While it is likely that cross training and
other such agreements would continue, it will be a decision that is made
by the Marine command.

F-002-013

Thank you for your comments. Many mitigation measures were
recommended during the DEIS public comment period. An expanded
discussion on mitigation measures has been provided in the FEIS.

The Navy has re-evaluated the need to terminate all subleases in the
leaseback area and will only propose to terminate subleases in the
leaseback area that are within the range footprint and associated
Surface Danger Zone (SDZ) of the proposed firing ranges.

As to possible sites for the relocation of any leases, such actions would
be under the control of Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands
(CNMI) officials as they are responsible for non-federal land use
decisions on Tinian. DoD will work with CNMI land use and natural
resource officials to ensure that native forest habitat concerns for
Endangered Species Act (ESA) listed species are taken into account in
any relocation effort. Regarding access, the current plan is to access the
important cultural and recreational sites in the northern portion of Tinian
through 8th Avenue. Although specific plans concerning access to sites
through 8th Avenue have not been specifically developed, DoD looks
forward to working with stakeholders in developing plans for access that
balance operational needs, public safety concerns, and the continuing
public use and enjoyment of these sites.



Guam and CNMI Military Relocation DEIS/OEIS

F-002-014

Thank you for your comment. Changes to figures have been made to
include roadway labels. Conservation measures associated with the
proposed action involve potential reconfiguration of the FAA Mitigation
Area.

F-002-015

Thank you for your comment. As discussed in the Volume 3, Section
12.2, the area that would be cleared of vegetation has been surveyed
and data recovery would be conducted at all archaeological sites that are
eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places. In
accordance with the Programmatic Agreement, display quality artifacts
from the excavations would stay on Tinian with the remainder of the
collection being curated on Saipan.
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F-002-016

Thank you for your comment. The DoD is committed to the protection
and responsible stewardship of the environment. In addition, the DoD is
committed to the safe handling and use of all hazardous substances,
including fuels, lubricants, solvents, munitions and explosives of concern
(MEC), nuclear materials, pesticides, herbicides, PCBs, nuclear
materials, and other hazardous substances. In fact, when feasible, the
DoD attempts to reduce or eliminate the use of various

hazardous substances to the greatest extent possible and substituting
them for less toxic substances.

When using hazardous substances, environmental laws and regulations
(e.g., RCRA) must be followed by DoD that are designed to be protective
of human health, welfare, and the environment. In order to implement
these laws and regulations, DoD has developed various procedures,
protocol, and directives designed to proactively eliminate or minimize the
inadvertent leakage, spill or release of pollutants to the environment.
These actions involve comprehensive administrative, engineering, and
operations mandates, best management practices (BMPs), standard
operating procedures (SOPs), and controls in place to prevent or
minimize the inadvertent leakage, spill, or release of hazardous/toxic
substances. These BMPs, SOPs, and other controls are fully described
in the EIS document (Volume 7). If a leak, release, or spill is suspected
or confirmed, aggressive mitigation measures are used to first clean up
the leak, spill, or release as quickly as possible, followed by an
assessment of risks to the public and/or the environment and a plan to
remediate these risk concerns to within regulatory acceptable levels.
These actions generally include environmental media (e.g., groundwater,
surface water, soil, air, and/or biota) sampling and monitoring to ensure
that and hazards are mitigated quickly and effectively. In many cases,
part of remediation plan includes the requirement to perform regularly
scheduled long-term sampling and monitoring of environmental media to
ensure that remedial actions have been effective. If long-term
monitoring indicates that risks to human health or the environment are



still unacceptable, more aggressive remediation approaches are
considered. In fact, many such clean-up efforts are underway. As part of
the clean-up process, the DoD provides various opportunities for the
general public, stakeholders, and other interested parties to get involved
in the process. One such opportunity is Restoration Advisory Boards
(RABs) where interested party questions and concerns may be
communicated. These comprehensive actions (e.g., BMPs, SOPs, etc.)
will protect public health, welfare, and the environment from adverse
impacts associated with the use of hazardous substances.

F-002-017

Thank you for your comment. Alternative 3 would require closure of 86th
Street during training activities. For Alternatives 1 and 2 however, 86th
St. would remain open to traffic after passing through established traffic
control points. The Final EIS has been revised to clarify this point.

F-002-018
Thank you for your comment.
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